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SCIENCE FICTION READERS 
HAVE IMAGINATION 


DON’ T PHEY ¢ 


IMAGINE. +. + 
a page full of witty text extolling the virtues of 
the sponsors of this convention, plus scintillating 
cartoons and caricatures of the people responsible. 
That's what was intended, but the deadline has run 
out on us again so can you just imagine it? And 


can we just remind you that 


NOVACON 


is run annually by the 
BIRMINGHAM SCIENCE FICTION GROUP 
which meets on the third Friday of each month at 


the Ivy Bush, Hagley Road (near Five Ways), Birmingham. 
Ring 021-777 1802 or 021-236 1112 for details. 


We hope to see you there. 


Meanwhile, have a good con. 


Or imagine you do. 








Honorary Presidents: BRIAN W ALDISS and HARRY HARRISON 





AN 
INFINITE 
WRITER 


I 





Graham Charnock 


The first part of this job is dead easy. Everybody knows how, between 
us, Chris Priest and I have re-shaped the face of SF in the last decade. There 
are the five superb and accomplished novels: INDOCTRINAIRE (my first appearance 
between boards - I contributed one line); FUGUE FOR A DARKENING ISLAND (I tried 
to persuade Chris the title was too long-winded - he ignored me); INVERTED WORLD 
(one drunken night we were talking through the idea and I suggested a society 
based on guilds); THE SPACE MACHINE (his best and most accessible novel to date 
and one in which, not surprisingly, I had no part); and A DREAM OF WESSEX (THE 
PERFECT LOVER in USA). And there are a goodly number of pointed and intelligent 
short. stories, some of them collected together in REAL TIME WORLD, and the most 
recent forming his latest book, AN INFINITE SUMMER. ; 

It's apparent from the body of work to date that Chris is a writer 
never content to exploit formula Writing; each new book is a considerable 
departure from the last, conceptually and often stylistically, and alvays his 
perceptions and the Tazor-edge of his writing sharpen. If you want the essential 
Chris Priest, read the title story of his new book, In "An Infinite Summer" the 
sheer intellectual weight of the idea, the elegiac mood of the writing and the 
writer's emotional dedication to the piece combine to Born as perfect a work of 
SF as any you're likely to find these days. 

The thing is, Chris's work basically comes from a very keen enjoyment 
of those essential SF images and feelings we all share and know. He's a self- 
confessed sense-of-wonder junkie on the most basic level, and thankfully for us 


all, he's an expert on how to transliterate it into his own work. 


But you all know what a good writer he is these days; that's why you're 
honouring him (and not before time) at this. convention. What you no doubt Want 
to know (you rascals) is the lowdown on his spotty adolescent days before he 
entered into a pact with the devil, had his portrait painted and secreted away in 
a turret to wither and decay while he remained eternally youthful (well, how else 
does he do it, eh?); you want to know about the time he and I shared a flat with 
the only cat that could reach thirty miles an hour, especially with Chris behind 
its when he was struggling not only with the guitar, under the impression he was 
the fifth Beatle (nowadays it's well-known he's the fifth member of Status Quo), 
but with a growing realisation that what he wanted to be was a professional 
science fiction writer and that there was no, absolutely no, reason in the world 
why he shouldn't become one. Well, that's too big a story to be told here, but 
here's one thing I twigged from growing up with Chris: if you want to succeed in 
SF - work. Chris constantly flatters me by telling me that I'm potentially a 
better writer than he is. I constantly counter by saying that a writer is a 
writer when he writes and not much when he doesn't. Chris writes; he doesn't sit 
around posing and talking about it or dreaming about it, he gets down to it and 


works bloody hard. He deserves his success. 


Here's a second clue: don't compromise your talent and settle for 
anything less than the best. Chris respects SF too much to hack in it (one of 
his abiding principles); everything he 
does in SF is touched by an underlying 
admiration for the genre. 


I haven't so far mentioned 


Chris Priest the fan. That's how he 
lee othe started his career, of course, and it 
explains why now he's so clued-up as a 


writer. He's never really lost his 
affection for fandom, from his initial 


fanzine CON, through his editorship of 


TANGENT, the BSFA's one-time fiction 
fanzine, to the perhaps-never-to-be- 


completed sequence of fanzines: YAWL-B, 


= THUD-F and ????-? (answers on a plain 
postcard to Dave Langford's ANSIBLE). 
And now of course comes Chris's 


resurgence with DEADLOSS; if he sticks 


m 3 with it, it could well prove the focal | 
point fanzine of the Eighties, the long- 
awaited answer to Charles Platt's POINT 
OF VIEW. 
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Christopher Priest 


‘One of our most gifted and poetic young writers of science fiction’ 


John Fowles 
G ISLA hits hard 
RA DARKEN ok ike this h! O | 
FUGUE FO mended a E Pan 
Highly yec Books 





‘A novelist of real distinction’ 
The Times 





n 


Finally I would say this: enjoy Chris Priest at this convention; he’s 
there to be enjoyed. If you're a regular convention-goer, you'll know what an 
asset to a convention Chris can be. If you're a newcomer I think you'll be 
impressed by his style, his intelligence and his energy. But remember that he 
Shares that grand old English trait of debunking bunk wherever he finds it and of 
suffering fools badly - check your credentials before engaging in conversation. 
And take note: he once told me that what he looks for at a convention is good 
company, good talk and a good night's sleep. He’s GoH this time so I don't think 


he'll get much of a good night's sleep, but you can certainly count upon him for 


a bit of the other. 





Andrew 
Stephenson 


If Christopher Priest had not existed, back in 
1973, I rather suspect that Fate would have invented 
him, purely to help advance my career. We first met in 
1971 when, as the European Representative of the SFWA, 
he had to distribute the European membership's official 


publications and generally keep Head Office in line. 





He later passed that job to me, so I Know it called for 
more than was apparent; that he could handle it without showing too much strain 
was a tribute to his talent for slogging through thankless work, 

Later, in October 1972, we shared the experience of the first British 
Milford Conference, another tough grind he seemed to relish, to the extent that 
he has since come back for more and has even coped with a term on the Committee, 
It was at the first Milford that he detailed what he was currently writing, a 
novel set in a world with an impossible shape. As a sort of trailer for the novel 
he submitted for criticism a short story, which excited various degrees of 
comment, none of it lukewarm. ` It was apparent that the book would not pass un- 
noticed; and subsequently it was accepted for publication in the USA by Harper & 
Rows Meanwhile, Chris had asked whether I'd be interested in providing a few 
illustrations. I recall feeling immensely flattered. My involvement with 
professional SF artwork was then only beginning and the prospect of contributing 
to a book I was sure would be well worth the effort of its creation and 
publication dazzled me. INDOCTRINAIRE and FUGUE FOR A DARKENING ISLAND had 
demonstrated that Chris would not be satisfied with orthodoxy; and when, in due 


course, I was able to read the Manuscript of INVERTED WORLD it was apparent that 


my work had really been cut out for me. We spent quite some time while on the 
telephone over the following weeks, debating what ought to be depicted. It was 
an amicable debate, although our interpretations of what Chris had actually meant 
in this or that part of his novel diverged considerably on occasion. Eventually, 
however, consensus was reached and the illustrations appeared in print. My first 
artwork commission had been completed, I think successfully. That it later 
benefitted me.in other ways than the money I have received, I am in no doubt, and 
I have Chris to thank for having had faith in my potential. 

And my case is not unique, for he has frequently shown a willingness to 
guide others or lend an unobtrusive helping hand. One trusts that Fate will be 


as ready to invent a few more people, as and when Chris needs them. 


Bes Bob Shaw 


It is a matter of 

ir. personal regret to me that 
A I am not in Birmingham this 

ESG weekend attending the 


o x convention - partly because 









< it is the first Novacon I 
have missed, partly because I have at last mastered the art of driving straight 
to the hotel in spite of everything the traffic planners can do to prevent me, 
but mainly because I am missing seeing and hearing Chris Priest in “action as 
Guest of Honour. 

It's a tribute he has well and truly earned for his professional 
writing, for his activity in SF fandom over many years, and simply for being 
Chris Priest. 

Taking the first heading...er...first, it would be superfluous for me to 
start listing here his books and short stories. You are already familiar with 
them and with those qualities of imagination, fine writing and sheer commitment 
to the science fiction genre that characterise his work. Oh, I know he goes 
around telling people he is principally a writer and that he fails to see why his 
books have to be categorised in any way, but he doesn't fool me. The man loves 
science fiction and gives of his best for it, and that's why he has achieved his 
well-deserved success. I have known Chris for quite a number of years and have 
seen his hair steadily get shorter and shorter as his professional reputation 
grows - and I look forward to the day when he sports a shelf full of Hugos and 


Nebulas and a crew cut. 


Next there is all the work, unpaid work, Chris has put into the 
peripheral regions of the professional science fiction world - things like his 
excellent critical essays in journals such as FOUNDATION, his continuing support 
for conventions, his contributions to fanzines, and his recent emergence as a 
fanzine editor in his own right. All those who were lucky enough to receive the 
first issue of DEADLOSS agree that its cover illustration set a standard which no 
arbiter of good taste can afford to ignore. Needless to Say, the contents of that 
and the subsequent issue lived up. to the promise of that first cover. 

Then there is Chris Priest, the person. I have found him gener 
helpful, thoughtful, concerned for his fellow man, but I don't want to go all 
soppy at a time like this. One of his talents which will affect you most as a 
member of NOVACON 9 - and one to which I have publicly confessed my envy - is his 
ability to give very complicated answers to simple questions. This doesn't arise 
from any deviousness in his nature, although he could be devious if he wanted to, 
it's just that he thinks a lot about science fiction and related matters, and his 


thoughts have depth and subtlety. 


So if you think you know a thing or two about science fiction and want 
to spark idea against idea and see if anything catches fire, go over to him, say 
I sent you, and have a bloody good talk feast. I'm sorry I'm not there to take 
part in person, but I'm with you in spirit. 


Have a good convention! 


Rob Holdstock 


"How about a frizz?" he cries suddenly, and 





responding like Pavlov's dogs we rise from amidst the 
litter of beer cans, cigarette packets, books and coffee 
cups and troupe out into the hot summer afternoon, 
sprinting across the perfect English lawn, through the 
flower gardens and into the cricket field beyond the gate. 
Years spent crouched over typewriters gives us all the 
grace of stick insects as we race for the spinning white 


disc, Priest the most practiced, the most fleet, launching 





the frisbee a hundred different ways, laughing glee- 

fully as it thuds splinteringly into one set of teeth after another: perhaps 
Stephenson's, or Evans‘, or Flynn's or Sheckley's, depending on who could make it 
for the working afternoon. These few minutes of respiratory anguish are all part 
of the Peplum visit to Chris Priest's sprawling, smokey basement flat in Harrow, 
as much a ritual as the moaning about the American SF market, the uncontrollable 


mirth at the first paragraph of THE ICE AGE, the planning of anthologies, the 


10 


smoothing of egos, often ruffled by letters, conversations, readers, the 
encouragement of those caught in a ‘writer's pause' - we deny blocks totally - 

the quick blast of Status Quo. Chris Priest sits cross-legged below the mantle- 
piece, on a carpet darkened by the body fluids of spiders crushed to death by the 
large foot attached to the trembling, screeching form above it; we share his 
arachnophobia and keep our legs drawn tight to our chests. Intensity, enthusiasm, 
insight cloak the man like a coat of many colours; he considers deeply, opinions 
strongly, but listens carefully: passing years age neurones, change the 
appropriateness of view-points. 

After the fling, sweaty, fibrillating, we troupe back into the lounge, 
reflecting on the pleasures of being writers, rationalising how this apparent 
idleness is in fact an essential part of earning a living from the written word. 
The basement flat in Ortygia House is ingrained with Chris Priest, every nook, 
every book, every shadow. He has lived there a long time. Like the man, the flat 
is a balanced mixture of fan and writer; like the man, conversation is never 
static, but jumps from spicy anecdote, to elaborate dissection of contractual 
clauses, from fannish jokes to discussion of literary influence. The typewriter 
that produced the elegant novel A DREAM OF WESSEX also produced the scurrilous 


fanzine DEADLOSS; one wonders if the machine is at all confused? Years ago I 


bought the electric typewriter on which he had written four drafts of INVERTED 


WORLD. I swear that for a year it tried 
to write a fifth upon its own. 

Since the fondly remembered days 
of Compact Books, SCIENCE FANTASY, and his 


first story "The Run", Chris Priest has 


i I aged a thousand miles, travelled a 
- | thousand years. I am not envious of his 
INGA writing, nor his talent: I find both to be 


a pleasure and a stimulus, not to be copied 
but to be enjoyed and admired, not to be 
compared, but to allow one a closer regard 
of the man behind the images. For Chris 
Priest is that rare phenomenon among 
writers in the field of speculative and 
futuristic fiction - he is a man who is his 
writing, whose life blood flows through the 


cells and tissues of his prose. 


Ifeep J I have known him a long time. I 
Eastercon am delighted to see him honoured at a 
SCOTTISH British Convention at last. 
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of 
Christopher 


Priest 


INDOCTRINAIRE - novel 


(1) Faber & Faber 1970, he £1.40. (2) Harper & Row 1970, he $5.95. 
(3) New English Library 1971, pb 30p. (4) Pocket Books 1971, pb 95¢, 
(5) Pan 1979 (Revised), pb 75p. 


FUGUE FOR A DARKENING ISLAND - novel 


(1) Faber & Faber 1972, he £1.75. (2) Harper & Row 1972*, hc $4.95. 
(3) New English Library 1973, pb 30p.. (4) Manor Books 1974*, pb £1.25. 


* — published as DARKENING ISLAND. 
INVERTED WORLD - novel 


(1) Faber & Faber 1974, he £2.50. (2) Harper & Row 197 **, he $6.95. 

(3) SF Book Club UK 1975, hc. (4) SF Book Club USA 1975**, he, 

(5) New English Library 1975, pb 50p. (6) Popular Library 1975**, pb $1.25. 
(7) Pan 1979, pb 85p. 


*% — published as THE INVERTED WORLD. 


REAL TIME WORLD - collection of 10 stories - "The Head and the Hand", "Fire Storm", 
"Double Consummation", "A Woman Naked", "Transplant", "Breeding Ground", 
"Sentence in Binary Code", "The Perihelion Man", "The Run", "Real Time World". 


a) New English Library 1974, hc £2.25. (2) New English Library 1976, pb 40p. 





THE SPACE MACHINE - novel 


(1) Faber & Faber 1976, he £3.50. (2) Harper & Row 1976, hc 88.95. 
(3) Futura 1977, pb 95p. (4) Popular Library 1978, pb $1.50, 


A DREAM OF WESSEX - novel 


(1) Faber & Faber 1977, he £4.25 (later repriced at £4.50). 
(2) Harper & Row 1977+, hc $7.95. (3) SF Book Club UK 1978, he. 
(4) SF Book Club USA+, hc. (5) Pan 1978, pb 75pe (6) Dell 1979+, pb $1.75. 


+ - published as THE PERFECT LOVER. 


AN INFINITE SUMMER - collection of 5 stories - "An Infinite Summer", "Whores", 
"Palely Loitering", "The Negation", "The Watched". 


(1) Faber & Faber 1979, hc £5.25. (2) Scribners 1979, he $8.95. 
(3) SF Book Club UK 1979, hc. (4) Pan (Forthcoming) pb. 
(5) Dell (Forthcoming) pb. 


Christopher Priest has also edited an anthology of original SF stories, called 
ANTICIPATIONS published by Faber & Faber in 1978 and in America by Scribners in 1978. 
A paperback edition will be out from Pan in 1980. 

He is also co-editor with Robert Holdstock, of an anthology of reprinted stories by 
British authors called STARS OF ALBION. This was published in August by Pan. 


31st Annual British 
Science Fiction EN) 


ieee 


GoH: Colin Kapp 
Fan GoH: Jim Barker 
Toastmaster: James White 


APRIL 4-7 1980, Albany Hotel, Glasgow 


Membership Rates- £5,00 Full, £2.00 Supporting 
Full details, including Hotel Booking Form, 


From: GERRY GILDIN 
9 DUNNOTTAR STREET 
RUCHAZIE f 
GLASGOW G33 (or phone 041 334 6874) 


Albacon is run by the Glasgow group who have 
made Faircon a success for the past two years. 

` We intend to give you a Con with something for 
everyone, from the absolute newcomer to the 
dedicated fan. 


We'll have all the usual attractions- a full 
Programme, Alternative Programme, Art Show, 
Dealer's Room, Fan Room, Fanac Room, Banquet, 
‚Fancy Dress, and late, late, bars! 





INVERTED 
WORLD 


a portfolio by 


ANDREW 


STEPHENSON 


As mentioned by Andrew Stephenson in his piece on Chris Priest (see page 7) a 


set of illustrations were executed for the US Harper & Row edition, which 


differed from those used in the New English Library paperback edition. 
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Few people 


Will have had the opportunity to see that American edition so we thought that this 


programme book seemed a good place to publish these illustrations for their first 


UK appearance. 


only appeared in the critical magazine FOUNDATION. 


Page. 


Page 
Page 
Page 
Page 
Page 


14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 


illustrating 
illustrating 
illustrating 
illustrating 
illustrating 


illustrating 


Illustration 


Part 
Part 
Part 
Part 
Part 
Part 


1 from the Harper 
2 from the Harper 
2 from FOUNDATION 
3 from the Harper 
4 from the Harper 
5 from the Harper 


& Row 
& Row 


ASS 


& Row 
€ Row 
& Row 


edition of INVERTED WORLD. 
edition of INVERTED WORLD, 


edition of INVERTED WORLD. 
edition of INVERTED WORLD. 
edition of INVERTED WORLD. 


on Pg 16 Copyright © 1975 Andrew Stephenson. 
Other illustrations Copyright © 1974 Andrew Stephenson. 


In addition, we are publishing one illustration that has previously 
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Dungeons € STARSHIPS LID. 


Games Specialists 





45 Summer Row, Birmingham B3 IJJ. 
021-233 1302 


MUNITIONS FOR GAMERS! 


Britain's premier wargames shop will be at NOVACON 9 and a full range of our stock 
will also, as usual, be on display at our premises. 


Our wide range of games includes :- 
TSR, SPI, Avalon Hill, Judges Guild, GDW, Battleline, | 
FGU, Metagaming, Chaosium, GW, Games Publications, 
Phoenix, Raj, Discovery, 0SG, Marshal Enterprises, 
David A. Hargrave, Philmar/Ariel, Atari, SimCan, 
Dimension 6 etc. 
Where possible, we carry a full range of these companies 
products and in the case of the major groups (TSR, SPI 
Avalon Hill, GDW etc.) we always carry the complete 





Sm < w range of games published, subject to availability 
A Ne u š ; NR 
Ss "NY < = from the company in question. Our aim is to 
° ; supply YOU with the game you want. 


BARGAINS: BARGAINS: BARGAINS! BARGAINS! BARGAINS! BARGAINS! BARGAINS! BARGAINS! 
There are always a wide range of bargains available to personal callers tn our shop. 

We also carry a number of items which are always available from us below RRP, for 

more detatls see our catalogue & Price List for full range of games. 

WAR OF THE RING - rrp £8.50; our price £6.95. NAPOLEON AT WAR - rrp £8.50; our price £6.50 | 


D&D, AD&D A SPECIALITY, WE CARRY ALL TSR & JUDGES GUILD RELATED PRODUCTS, ‘ 

Try GDW's exciting SF range - IMPERIUM £8.50; DOUBLE STAR £8.95; BELTER £8.95; | 
MAYDAY £3.95; SNAPSHOT £5.95; TRAVELLER £5.95. 

The finest range of SF games available - | l 

Board & Role-Playing. 

A full range of material for TRAVELLER, 

from GDW, Judges Guild & Phoenix, in stock. E 





If you don't see us at a convention, why not visit 
our shop in Birmingham. It's easy to reach at the 


heart of the Motorway 4 Rail systems. You won't regret it. 


Ay 
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London's Newest ScienceFiction andComicBook Shop! 
23DenmarkSt.LondonWC2 - Just off Charing X Rd. 


OPENS JULY 22nd % TEL: O1- 836 4179 # OPENING TIMES 10a.m.-6p.m. 


| 
BOOKSHOP 


CATALOGUES ISSUED REGULARLY....SCIENCE FICTION — 













ASVINV4 


aodaoh 


CHAS 1998 





HARDGOVER—PAPERBACK— MAGAZINES....NEW & USED 


—SW1I4d NO SA004—AL/MIAL UVLS 





NI TIV —SMO09 LUV —NOILOId NON Y 39N143138 


; E SEND S.A.E. FOR 

BARCLAYCARD i SAMPLE CATALOGUE 
57 Summer Row 
Birmingham B3 1JJ 


Tel: (021) 236 1112 
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THE 
CHAIRMAN'S 
BIT 


Ros Peyton 


At the end of 1978, after having been on either the main Brum Group 





committee or a NOVACON committee every year since 1971, I thought I'd have a rest 
this year. Then it was discovered that no committee was forthcoming to organise 
NOVACON 9 - was this the end of NOVACONs? Well, I thought (in my masochistic way), 
why not? Organising this year's NOVACON would be a cinch. In fact, the easiest 
job on the main committee! Due to SEACON being only two months before, NOVACON 9 
would be a relatively small affair...a good committee could get it organised in no 
time at all. Hah! How I wished I'd got that time machine up there! 

Somewhere along the line, we lost our way. In no time at all we were way 
behind schedule..."Leave it gi after SEACON - there'll be plenty of time." seemed 
to be the committee catchphrase. As it has turned out there was little time at all 
after SEACON - NOVACON 9 looms very large as I write this. Fortunately, that good 
committee I mentioned, turned out to be a very good committee and almost overnight 
all our talks, plans, thoughts, preparations, etc., turned into a fully organised 
programme. It's thanks to that committee that there is a NOVACON again this year — 
there they are on the back cover of this programme...Chris Morgan (top left), Paul 
Oldroyd (top centre), Stan Eling (top right), Pauline Morgan (bottom left), Helen 
Eling (Bottom right) plus yours truly (bottom centre). 

Our Guest of Honour is also on the back page - centre. Chris Priest must 
take much of the blame for NOVACON 9 being much bigger than we originally planned. 
If he wasn't such a popular and such a good writer many of you would have stayed at 
home. Our thanks to Chris for. being an excellent GoH. 

My thanks to those people who have contributed to this programme book - 
Andrew, Graham, Rob and Bob (serves you right - if you will be GoH at another Con, 
you must expect to miss this one!) for their pieces on Chris, Andrew (again!) for 
permission to use the INVERTED WORLD illustrations, and to Dave Hardy, our own Brum 
Group Chairman, who at very short notice supplied the title illustrations through- 
out this book and did all the necessary staining, vignetting. and what-have-you to 
get the effect I wanted on the cover (I just hope the printers do their bit right). 

Thanks to that master of award design & construction, Ray Bradbury for 
once again designing and making the NOVA Award and to Ye Gerbish who knows how cine 
projectors work. Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this convention. 


Enjoy the con. If you don't, you've only yourself to blame. 





FANTASY CENTRE 
43 Station Road, Harlesden, London NW 10 4UP, England. 


Telephone 01-965 3643 




















SCIENCE FICTION 
and 

FANTASY 

Specialists 


WE HAVE A LARGE STOCK OF 


New paperbacks and hardcover books 
including a selection of 
American publications 





out: of- print books 
back issues of magazines 
including many rare titles 
VISIT THE SHOP OR A a 
WRITE FOR LISTS l j 


Shop Hours 
10.30 to 6.00 
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NOT ON OUR 


MAILING LIST? 





THEN PLEASE 
WRITE FOR OUR 


MONTHLY CATALOGUE 


FANTAST (MEDWAY) LTD 
39 west street 


WISBECH cambs 
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The History of NOVACON 


NOVACON HOTEL GUEST OF HONOUR CHAIRMAN ATTENDANCE* 
E Imperial Centre James White Vernon Brown 144 
2 Imperial Centre Doreen Rogers Pauline Dungate 144 
3 Imperial Centre Ken Bulmer Hazel Reynolds 146 
4 Imperial Centre Ken Slater Dr Jack Cohen 211 
5 Royal Angus Dan Morgan Rog Peyton 272 
6 Royal Angus Dave Kyle Stan Eling 317 
7 Royal Angus John Brunner Stan Eling 278 
8 Holiday Inn Anne McCaffrey Laurence Miller 309 
9 Royal Angus Christopher Priest Rog Peyton 290 


* This figure taken from Con Members listed in Programme Book 


The NOVA Award 


The NOVA Award is presented annually by the Birmingham SF Group to the editor of 
the fanzine voted 'Best of the Year'. The Award was started in 1973 and past 


winners are:- 


1973 SPECULATION edited by Peter Weston. 

1974 (tie) BIG SCAB edited by John Brosnan and ZIMRI edited by Lisa Conesa. 
.1975 MAYA edited by Rob Jackson. 

1976 MAYA edited by Rob Jackson. 

1977 TWLL-DDU edited by Dave Langford. 

1978 GROSS ENCOUNTERS edited by Alan Dorey. 

1979 ? 
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CONVENTION MEMBERS 
Continued from Page 26 


280 Michie Takahashi 286 Peter Roberts 
275 Jean Maudsley 281 Michie Takahashi 287 Jon Harvey 
276 Tony Berry 282 lan McKeer . 288 Fione Woodfield 
277 Paul Berry 283 Carl Copley 289 Rob Welbourn 
278 Tony Lee 284 Andrew Wright 290 Malcolm Davies 


279 Mark Bennett 285 M Wilding 





- novacon 9 


Organised by the Birmingham Science Fiction Group 


2nd-3rd-Ath November 1979 Royal Angus Hotel, Birmingham 





ALL CONVENTION PROGRAMME ITEMS WILL BE HELD IN THE CON HALL - THE WROXTON SUITE. 


FRIDAY 


3.30pm 


3.45pm 


5.30pm 


6.30pm 


8.30pm 


9.30pm 


10.30pm 


. The Convention Chairman Rog Peyton will open the convention by introducing 


our Guest of Honour Christopher Priest plus other famous names for the 


benefit of newcomers. 


Film: A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH. A British film from 1946 directed by 
Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger. It stars David Niven and is a 
fantasy film telling how, in the mind of a man undergoing a critical brain 
operation, a court trial takes place. Fantasy sections are in colour - the 
rest in black amd white. 

"Where Have All the Aliens Gone?" - a talk by Gerry Webb suitably 


illustrated with slides. 
Dinner break. 


Science Fiction "University Challenge". First of the eliminating rounds 
— teams are the Surrey Limpwrists vs The Brummies. Quizmaster: Chris 


Morgan. 


The NOVACON Chat Show. An informal and relaxed programme item in which 
our hostess, the blonde and beautiful Eve Harvey chats to three members 


of the convention. 


Film: DOC SAVAGE: THE MAN OF BRONZE. The Michael Anderson/George Pal 
movie of the invincible superhero,made in 1975. Stars Ron Ely in the. 


title role. (Running time: 1hr 40min) 
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SATURDAY 


10, 00am 


10.45am 


11.00am 


12.00 


1.00pm 


2.30pm 


3.15pm 


4.15pm 


4.30pm 


5.30pm 


7.00pm 


10, 00pm 


Science Fiction "University Challenge". Second eliminating round. Teams 


are Scotland vs Cambridge University. Quizmaster: Chris Morgan. 
Tea/Coffee break. 

"The Science Fiction Boom...and the Aftermath" - a panel discussion 
chaired by Ken Bulmer. The panellists are Mike Dickinson, Ken Slater and 
Andrew Stephenson. 

Book Auction Part 1, Auctioneers: Chris Morgan & Rog Peyton. 


Lunch break. 


"Meetings with Remarkable Men" — a talk by our Guest of Honour Chris 


' Priest, followed by a chance to ask Chris questions on any subject. 


"This House believes that characterisation is not necessary for good SF," 
A debate under formal debating rules. Speaking for the motion will be Ian 
Watson and Dave Langford. Speaking against the motion will be Pam Bulmer 


and Pete Weston. In the chair will be Tim Stannard. 
Tea/Coffee break. 
Short Films: (1) INCIDENT AT OWL CREEK BRIDGE - 1961 French film based on 
story by Ambrose Bierce. 
(2) THE ASIMOV INTERVIEW. First showing in UK of a film 
made in August this year by the BBC (Not yet shown on TV!) 
Book Auction Part 2. Auctioneers: Chris Morgan and Rog Peyton. 
Dinner break. 
The Fancy Dress Parade. Your host: Martin Hoare. 


Followed by THE DISCO - dancing to all types of music to the early hours. 
Your Dj this year: Geoff Kemp. 
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SUNDAY ' 


10.30am Science Fiction "University Challenge" - Grand Final. 

11.30am Tea/Coffee break. 

11.45am Open Forum - the Future of NOVACONs. This is your chance to air your 
views on how NOVACON should be run in the future - bigger and bigger each 
year or smaller affairs in line with the original intentions of NOVACON? 
If we have smaller NOVACONs how do we stop people registering? 

12.30pm Lunch break. 


2.00pm + Art Auction. Auctioneer: Rog Peyton. 


2.45pm (approx) A Selection of short films. Details not known at time of going 


to print. 


4.30pm (approx) END OF CONVENTION. 


ROYAL ANGUS HOTEL _ 
214 Floor, 
ARIEL SUITE 
BOOKROOM 


CLOAKS 


LOUNGE 


WROXTON SUITE 
CON HALL 


RESTAURANT 


REGISTRATION DESK 


The Bookroom and Artshow will be open during the 
following hours:- 


TO ART SHOW Friday: 2pm to 6.30pm. 
LOWER LEVEL Saturday: 9.30am to 2.15pm. 3.15pm to 6.30pm. 


Sunday: 10. 00am to 4.30pm. (Artshow till noon only) 








